
 
 

The Event 
 
December Youth Connect, hosted by the Christchurch Youth Council  
5.30-8.30pm, December 9, 2015 
 

THE ARTS CENTRE TOUR  CENTRAL CITY TRAM TOUR  DISCUSSION SESSION @ CPIT 
 
 

On the 9th day of December, 2015, Christchurch Youth Council hosted 
the final Youth Connect of 2015. Set in the wondrous metropolis 
named Christchurch Central, we were joined by representatives’ of 
youth councils and advisory groups, youth workers and community 
leaders from across the Canterbury region. 
 
Rebuild and restore 
Meeting at The Arts Centre on Worcester Boulevard, the evening 
kicked off with Kai in the canopy area of the Gymnasium. We were 
lucky enough to be joined by André Lovatt (Arts Centre, CEO) who 
welcomed us onto the Arts Centre space.  Caroline Fenton (Arts Centre, 
Communications Manager) then led us on a walking tour around 
perimeter of the heritage site highlighting post-earthquake restoration 
work and described how the space will be occupied.  
 
All aboard!  
It was now time to jet set through the central city on Christchurch's 
finest vehicle - the tram.  As the tram slowly moved through the city, 
Don Miskell (Deputy Director, CCDU) gave us a very informational tour 
on the renewal of public spaces and residential developments. He 
particularly highlighted areas that would be of interest to young 
people including living areas, the east frame and retail.  
 
Thanks! 
A big thank you to Sian Goldsmith (Events Advisor, CERA) who 
connected us with the Arts Centre, CCDU and organised the tram ride. 
We were very fortunate to have some fantastic speakers for the first 
part of the night. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don Miskell leading the tram tour  

Tour of the Arts Centre perimeter with Caroline 
Fenton 

 



 
 

Next up: 'Life after Youth Council!? discussion @ CPIT  
We hopped off the tram and trekked over to the CPIT campus. The 
discussion kicked off with presentations from Councillor Yani 
Johanson and former Christchurch Youth Council Chairperson Hamish 
Keown. We asked them to talk about their experiences after leaving 
Youth Council and which skills have been useful in their lives".  
 
Clr Johanson presented on his tribulations in younger life, then 
described his experiences moving from youth council to community 
board, then becoming the youngest Councillor in Christchurch. 

Hamish discussed the opportunities he's seized since leaving Youth Council and encouraged attendees to do the 
same.  
 
Everyone was then asked to form small groups for the small group activity. Each group was asked to create a mock 
resume template creating a profile of the group [see Table 1.0 for the results]. 
 
What's been happening? 

A representative of each youth participation group presented their highlight and lowlight of 2015 and what they're 

looking forward to in 2016. Selwyn Youth Council put on a funny, yet interesting slideshow of their year to date! 

Hopefully everyone gained some inspiration and ideas for 2016.  

Summary 
Thanks to everyone who attended and contributed to the night. 
Including our coordinator Laura Hatwell and our organising group of 
Kaitlyn White, Alice Ridley, Sofie Hampton and Brittany Kremers. 
We managed to pack a lot into three hours but we're pretty stoked 
with the result!  
 
We set out to provide attendees with information on how they can 
move beyond youth organisations and onto bigger things in their 
careers/adult lives. We hope everyone was able to take away at 
least one useful key point from the evening. 

 
 

Kim Dewe 
Council Executive 

Christchurch Youth Council  
 

chchyouthcouncil.org.nz 
facebook.com/ChristchurchiYouthCouncil 

 
 
 
 
 

                              
 

 

Discussion session @ CPIT 

Attendees getting on board the tram! 



 

Survey Responses  
 
How do you feel about the organization of the event?  
Pretty good. It was chill which I like.  Rating 4 
No comment. Rating 4 
Pretty good, a few organizational problems. Rating 4 
No comment. Rating 5 
Loved all the different activities. Rating 5 
Loved the tram. Rating 5  
Pretty chill. Rating 3  
Very well organized. I knew what was happening and when. Rating 5 
Was good. Rating 4 
No comment. Rating 4 
Some things seemed a bit rushed but other than that, awesome. Rating 4 
No comment. Rating 4 
Well organized. Rating 4 
Well done. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 4 
I thought it was so cool getting to have a ride on the tram and tour before the meeting, setting the atmosphere for 
such a cool event. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 4 
No comment. Rating 5 
Well organized with no hitches . Rating 5 
That walk back though. Rating 5  
No comment. Rating 5 
Good. Rating 5 
Speakers came in last minute. Rating 4 
Expand more on knowledge. Rating 4 
No comment. Rating 4 
No comment. Rating 4 
 
Average rating 4.4 
 
 
Organiser response 
The evening was pretty smooth but there were some small logistical creases that could have done with some 
ironing, including opening Yani's presentation on the computer prior to everyone arriving and organising a car back 
to the Arts Centre (people who parked their car at the Arts Centre has to walk back).  
 
Recommendation 
Provide an oversight of the event schedule  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
How did you find the length of the event?  
Good time – Not too long. Rating 4 
Nice length, not too long, not too short. Rating 4 
Good length. Kept it interesting. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 4 
Perfect. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 4 
It was alright. Rating 3 
3 hours is perfect. Rating 5 
Good length. Didn’t drag on too long but still gave enough time for all points and speakers to be heard. Rating 5 
Was here after tram ride and was a good length for listening. Rating 4 
Good, could have been a bit longer or a bit less to cover. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 4 
Good length. Rating 4 
No comment. Rating 4 
No comment. Rating 4 
I loved it being in the afternoon. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 4 
Awesome. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 4.  
No comment. Rating 3 
No comment. Rating 5 
Dece. Rating 4 
Short, but really knowledgeable. Rating 5. 
Short but enough information was given to help. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 4 
No comment. Rating 4 
 
Average rating 4.3 
 
 
Organiser response 
We didn't have much flexibility with the length of the event as we had to consider those coming from work/out of 
Christchurch and that people may have school/work the following day. We managed to pack a lot into the short time 
frame so things did feel a little rushed at times!  
 
Recommendation 
Try keep the schedule simple and chill! Also be prepared to run slightly off schedule or your planned times!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
How were the venues?  
Just went to CPIT – Great sized space for engagement. Rating 4 
Good venue. Rating 3 
Fine, no problems. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 5 
Very fun. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 4 
IDK really. Rating 3 
Tram was awesome but CPIT was a bit far away but as a venue was really good. Rating 3  
Good. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 4 
Good size venue. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 4 
Central. Rating 4 
Enjoyed the ride. Rating 4  
Tram was primo! CPIT was different since had never been there before so that’s cool. Rating 5 
GREAT venue! Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 5 
Great to see the Arts Centre and its progress. CPIT was nice and spacious too . Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 4 
No comment. Rating 5 
Lovely tram. Rating 4 
Was far from Haranui. Rating 3 
No comment. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 4 
 
Average rating 4.3 
 
 
Organiser response 
There were a few venues used! The gymnasium canopy area at the Arts Centre, the tram and room L233 at CPIT. We 
were absolutely stoked to be offered the Arts Centre space and the Tram! It looks like everyone enjoyed these 
spaces too. CPIT was a bit of a last minute booking but it fitted within our budget and walking distance from the 
trams final stopping point.   
 
Recommendation 
If you're using multiple venues try to keep them as close together as possible, especially if walking is required.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
What did you think about the food provided? 
More sushi . Rating 4 
Nice food. Rating 4 
Good choices of healthy foods. Rating 4  
Perfect, yummy and healthy options. Rating 5 
Yum vego. Rating 5 
Yum!! Rating 5 
It was mean. Rating 4 
I love food. Rating 5 
Was good. Didn’t expect as much so was good. Rating 4 
Could definitely been more  Rating 3 
Not enough. Rating 3 
Good variety. Rating 4 
Very first youth connect has a good selection! Still good food . Rating 3 
SUSHI! Rating 5 
Really yummy! Rating 5 
Very nice. Rating 4 
No comment. Rating 5 
Yum! Good dietary coverage. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 4 
No comment. Rating 5 
More avocado. Rating 4 
Didn’t get any sushi . Rating 1 
Wasn’t much left. Rating 4 
No comment. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 4 
 
Average rating 4.2 
 
 
Organiser response 
As expected, everyone loves food! Upon RSVP, we required people to provide their food requirements. As always, 
we provided a range of gluten free, vegetarian/vegan options. Food was served this at the beginning of the event, 
then we relocated the left overs to the discussion session at CPIT. Those who only attended the discussion session 
may have missed out on some of the options.  
 
Recommendation 
Provide a range of options to serve the masses! Sushi, savoury pies and fruit are always a safe bet!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
What did you think about the hosts? 
Great – loved her outfit! Yani was fab. Rating 5 
Lovely . Rating 4 
Good, very energetic. Rating 4 
They were great. Rating 5 
Loved Yanis talked about his past experiences. Rating 4 
They were good  No rating 
They were algood. Pretty funny. Rating 4  
Really good. Rating 5 
They were very good. Rating 4 
Awesome. No rating 
Awesome – great facilitation and organization. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 5 
Good and interactive. Rating 4 
Very good, engaged . Rating 5 
Kim is cool . Rating 5 
I thought they did a great job and the speakers were good. Rating 4  
Nice & friendly. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 5 
Go Kim <3. Rating 5 
All good. The old guy in the train was a bit of a yarn. Rating 4 
No comment. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 5 
Good but confusing. Rating 3.5 
Lots of energy. Rating 5 
No comment. Rating 4 
Fab. Rating 5 
 
Average rating 4.6 
 
 
Organiser response 
GO CYC!  We had a group of five youth council members, along with support from our coordinator, YVC and CERA 
who organised the event. 
 
Recommendation 
Keep positive vibes, always! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
How did you feel about the purpose of the programme? 
Good, as I want to be aware of the opportunities the Youth Council will give me.  
Good to bring youth together to talk about events and things.  
Good to get youth together and have a good topic. 
Good idea. Helped me understand what I can do after leaving youth council. 
Positive. 
Great. Super relevant. Thank you so much for organizing this.  
I think the purpose was good and I found that it was really informing and helped gain experience from what previous 
youth councilors had to say.  
Was good to see where we can go.  
Awesome, not sure about the relevance of the first part 
It was definitely a well thought out program which gave me significant insight about how I can give some growth to 
my role in youth governance and representation. 
Good and informative. 
Very relevant to me.  
Great. 
Was really good finding out about Christchurch rebuild.  
Very helpful, great to mingle and hear every council/boards progress for the year.  
All good.  
Life after youth council = AWESOME THEME! YVC is great   
Well directed.  
Good, very inspirational. 
Helps understand what you can do while being on the youth council.  
Good! 
It was cool and very informative. 
 
 
Organiser response 
Our speakers performed really well to keep attendees engaged with the programme and provided insightful 
information relevant to attendees.   
 
Recommendation 
Decide on a theme that is relevant to the masses!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Should we continue organizing these discussions for youth? Did you learn anything new today? 
Yes.  
Yes, I learnt about what the other youth councils do.  
Yes. Use different topics each time which effect youth.  
Yes. Definitely on both accounts.  
Things about our city and the position with the rebuild.  
Yes. I took away what HYC can do for my future. 
Yes - connecting is important.  
Yes, definitely, Iearnt a lot about what it means to be a youth councilor.  
Learning where it can go. Being part of a council.  
Yes, always. 
Yes definitely, there is always something important to take from these.  
Yes, learnt about opportunities brought from youth council.  
Yes definitely.  
No doubt. Yes learnt Yani is a boxer.  
Yes and yes.  
Yes, more connecting between councils/boards. 
Yup and yup.  
Yes. 
Yes, I learnt how to continue youth work after youth council.  
How much other councils are involved.  
Yes. Helps understand more.  
Yes, left the tour in particular feeling buoyed up by the progress in the city – was great to see everything going on.  
Yes!!! And yes! 
 
 
Organiser response 
It's great to know everyone was able to learn something new!   
 
Recommendation 
Continue organizing Youth Connects   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
How was the discussion of ‘life after youth council’ beneficial to you? 
Yes thanks   
Good to know what opportunities are provided after.  
Good. Gave ideas for after youth council. 
Developed my understanding. 
Not really. 
Helps me understand how it can help. 
I left youth council 1 year ago and it was great sharing my experiences.  
I understood more about youth council.  
Very beneficial.  
Gave me some ideas about where I might take myself after council, whereas I was relatively clueless beforehand.  
Was really informative and useful.  
Showing what skills can be used for.  
Good for CV work and planning. 
It was really good as it is something I look forward to and still being involved.  
Yes, exciting to see opportunities available. 
Yup. 
Good to see how these experiences can be used.  
It helped to persuade me to re-engage after I learn.  
Larger vocabulary.  
It was good to see where it can take you. 
Yes, was interesting to see what similar work is available post council. 
Very beneficial as I’m leaving youth council soon.  
 
 
Organiser response 
We hope everyone went away feeling a little more inspired.  
 
Recommendation 
Keep in mind that there is a big range of ages to cover, so try keep the discussion broad! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
What are some opportunities you would like to know more about? 
Maybe international ones as I’m interested in governance overseas.  
Apart from politics/councils, what sorts of jobs benefit from youth council training eg. Lawyer, doctor, businessman.  
Not too sure.  
Youth awards! 
The opportunities that are open.  
Tayla > tayla@cantyyouthworks.co.nz for more info 
Nothing 
On mental health – youth.  
Unsure.  
Canterbury youth awards. Wellbeing expo. 
Any.  
Wellbeing expo.  
Positional youth work and youth advisory work to national groups. Submissions. 
How to get more funding.  
Funding.  
The wellbeing expo and the awards ceremony.  
 
 
Organiser response / Recommendation 
Good to know! Some of these events are coming up in 2016 so make sure you link in with the relevant organisation 
or discuss them with your youth council/participation group. The opportunities available to you are endless, 
depending on your interests! 
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Appendix 
 
Table 1: Mock resume responses (Thanks to Stacey for typing these up!) 
 

Group Personal profile 
Professional 

profile 
Skills Future Skills Other Experiences Key Projects 

Future Key 
Projects 

1 

energetic 
happy 
helpful 

reliable 
responsible 
trustworthy 

great 
communicator 
public speaker 
passionate 
enthusiastic 
strategic thinker 
listener 
driven 

futuristic 
relator 
inclusive 

student council 
student board   
representative 
head student 
residents  
association 

sugar free 
beverage policy 
formals and 
parties 
(promoting youth 
engagement) 
surveys 

Anti-bullying 
workshops 
defensive driving 
courses 
surveys 
more focus on 
certain events 

2 

adventurous 
kind and 
generous 
nice 
inter personal 
skills 
introvert/extrove
rt 

employable 
good at strategic 
relationships 
risk takers 
time management 

people skills 
listening skills 
public speaking 
humour 

Money making 
Human Resource 
Management 
doing it right the 
first time 

Board of trustees 
Advisory Boards 
MUN 
CHOGM 
UNICEF NZ 
working for the 
Catholic Church 

I speak 
pop up café 
youth connect 
we speak 
Youth hui 
meet your street 

Parliamentary 
simulation 
Ted x 

3 

effervescent/bub
bly 
friendly 
outgoing 
vibrant 
creative 
time 
management 
skills 
emotional 
intelligence 

Good 
communication 
-written 
-verbal 
responsibility 
reliability 
technically adapt 

leadership 
resilience 
confidence 
interpersonal 
skills 

event 
management 
public speaking 
graphic design 
skills 
financial skills 
info systems 
marketing 
human resources 

employable 
experience 
event management 
public speaking 
tertiary / secondary 
education 
life experience 
mooting 
debating 
free stuff 

Ted x 
We speak 
face 2 face 
hui 
clip and climb 
fundraiser 

  

4 

confident 
approachable 
reliable 
good 
respect 
motivated 

transparent 
networker 
professionalism 
respectful and 
receptive 
work well with 
others 

disagree 
respectfully 
critical analysis 
public speaking 
facilitation skills 

cultural 
competency 
collaboration 
learn from  
mistakes 

Relationship with 
Councils 

Youth connects 
Pop up café 
Youth mental 
health 
Community 
consultations and 
engagements 

Canterbury Youth 
awards 
Rural exemptions 
drivers licenses 
More 
engagement  

5 

Social 
Fun 
Driven 
Humorous 
Adventurous 
Risk taker 
Strong 

Work well with 
others 
Open minded 
Team work 
Public speaking 
Polite 
Mature 
Time 
management 

Public speaking 
Time 
Management 
Leadership 
Event planning 
Use of technology 
Social media 
Respect  
Honesty 

Boxing 
Collaboration 

  Youth Council 
scholarships 
Meet your street 
Broad casting 
Youth directions 
All night party 
We speak 
Passion projects 
Centre stage 

Wellbeing expo 
Ted x 
Valentines festival 

 



 

Event promotions 
 

 
Event poster / e-flier 

 
Facebook event 


