
	  

	  

On the 9th May 2014 the Strengthening Youth Sector, youth participation works stream held the first 
Youth Voice Canterbury event at Lincoln Event Centre. 

 

 

 

The kaupapa of the day was to bring youth councils and participatory groups together.  This was for 
young people to learn and understand of what each group does and projects they have delivered.  
Also this was an opportunity to provide space for young people to network, talk and collaborate. 

Over 35 young people attend from 12 groups: Christchurch Youth Council, Waimakariri Youth Council, 
Selwyn Youth Council, WaiYouth, Pacific Youth Leadership and Transformation, Fanau Ola Youth 
Service Canterbury, Ashburton Youth Council, Student Volunteer Army, Society of Youth Health 
Professionals Aotearoa New Zealand, No Limits, Ministry of Youth Development Youth Advisory Panel 
and the Student Volunteer Army. 

 

 

 



Young people heard from each other, and during a conversation/collaboration workshop the top five 
ideas that came out were;  
Making it cool to have your say  
Supporting young people in leadership roles 
Having an easy to use database of all the funding available to young people/groups 
Creating new and innovative ways to hear from young people 
Having genuine relationships with young people, not just a tick box exercise. 
 
The youth participation work stream updated the group on the development of a Youth Voice 
Canterbury website and facebook page.  This website will connect young people to youth guides from 
youth councils and participatory groups, the guides select areas of interests and what they are 
passionate about and work with, and give advice to other young people on how to lobby decision 
makers.  

In the afternoon there were two workshop options;  
Chris Mene ran a facilitation workshop on how to get the most out of meetings 
Lonnie Graham who is an international artist and photographer workshop was on how use the 
resources young people have available to them to influence change. 
 
Young people agreed it would be beneficial to meet in six to eight weeks time to look at the vision and 
purpose of Youth Voice Canterbury, planning is underway to organise this. 

 

 

	  

Finally the Christchurch Youth Council and the Strengthening the Youth Sector youth participation work 
stream would like to thank the Canterbury Earthquake Appeal Trust, Canterbury Youth Services and the 
Canterbury Youth Workers Collective for the funding to make this day possible, and we are excited of 
the possibilities and future of Youth Voice Canterbury! 

	  

	  

	  


